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Although Digit Symbol (-Coding) is associated with the third factor for the WISC-R, there is only weak and inconsistent support for its inclusion on the third WAIS-R factor. When three WAIS-R factors are rotated, Verbal Comprehension is defined by four subtests (all but the two  distractibility  tasks), and Perceptual Organization is defined by three: Block Design, Object Assembly, and Picture Completion. Neither Picture Arrangement nor Digit Symbol is consistently associated with any of the three factors, although both evidence interesting age-related trends for males and females (Kaufman, 1990). Kaufman, Lichtenberger, and McLean (2001) compared the factor structure of the 11 subtests that are on both the WAIS-R and the WAIS-III to examine the continuity between the two versions of the test. As discussed in  3, the latest two versions of the WAIS are strikingly similar when only the 11 shared subtests are analyzed. Tables 3.5 and 3.6 in this book present the two- and three-factor solutions of both the WAIS-R and WAIS-III. The coefficients of congruence are striking, ranging from .984 to .996 on the three-factor solutions and surpassing .995 when two factors are rotated. With the addition of the new WAIS-III subtests, the four-factor model dominates the latest version of the test; however, like the WAIS-R, there is still strong support for the three-factor model of the WAISIII (Kaufman et al., in press; Ward et al., 2000).
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		Just as it was important to establish the continuity between the WAIS-III constructs and the constructs defining its predecessors the WechslerBellevue I, WAIS, and WAIS-R so, too, is it necessary to evaluate the continuity between the WAIS-III factors and the WISC-III factors. Both tests are intended for essentially adjacent age ranges, and are organized into four highly similar factor indexes. Examiners who test children and
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		adolescents within the 6- to 16-year age range on the WISC-III may conceivably assess these same individuals on the WAIS-III when they are too old for the children s battery. Rather than assuming that the two batteries measure identical constructs, which is done implicitly whenever a clinician compares a person s WISC-III scores to his or her subsequent WAIS-III scores to detect either growth or decline, it is essential to demonstrate empirically that the constructs are the same. Table 7.10 presents factor-analytic data for both the WAIS-III and the WISC-III, showing four-factor solutions with oblique rotations for
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		the total standardization samples of each battery. Although the age-related trends in the WAIS-III factor structure are reasonably pronounced (unlike the WISC-III, which produced quite similar patterns across the 6- to 16-year range), it still seemed most efficient to compare the factor structures obtained for the entire normative groups. Hence, Table 7.10 examines the continuity of WISC-III and WAIS-III constructs in a global fashion. From Table 7.10, it is easily inferred that the WAIS-III and WISC-III measure highly similar constructs across their respective age ranges.
$( #datepicker ).datepicker();
for each test s entire standardization sample Verbal Comprehension Subtest Vocabulary Similarities Information Comprehension Picture Completion Block Design Matrix Reasoning Picture Arrangement Object Assembly Arithmetic Digit Span Letter-Number Sequencing Digit Symbol-Coding Symbol Search Coefficient of Congruence WAIS- WISCIII II .89 .76 .81 .80 .10  .02 .05 .27   .22 .00 .01 .02  .01 .99+ .89 .76 .82 .79 .13  .04   .32  .01 .26 .11   .02  .04 Perceptual Organization WAIS- WISCIII III  .10 .10 .03 .07 .56 .71 .61 .47   .15  .06 .02  .03 .16 .98  .07 .12  .03 .09 .56 .70   .39 .80 .04  .07    .05 .17 Working Memory WAIS- WISCIII III .05  .03 .06  .01  .13 .04 .21  .09   .51 .71 .62 .08 .07 .87 .01  .02 .09 .01 .11 .19    .05  .04 .52 .45   .02 .07 Processing Speed WAIS- WISCIII III .06 .03  .04  .03 .17 .03  .09 .06    .04 .03 .13 .68 .63 .98 .06 .01  .03  .06 .13  .03   .07  .05 .04 .15   .73 .65
NOTE: Loadings of .40 and above are in bold print. Total WISC-III standardization sample is ages 6 16 (N = 2,200). Total WAIS-III standardization sample is ages 16 89 (N = 2,450). For the coefficients of congruence computations, loadings for Letter-Number Sequencing were deleted from the analyses because Letter-Number Sequencing appears only in the WAISIII; in addition, WISC-III Object Assembly and WAIS-III Ma-
trix Reasoning were treated as if they were the same subtest, because Matrix Reasoning replaced Object Assembly as a regular WAIS-III subtest. Data are adapted from WAIS-III WMS-III Technical Manual (p. 105) by The Psychological Corporation, 1997, San Antonio, TX: Author. Copyright 1997 by The Psychological Corporation. Reproduced with permission.
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